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Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2014
Board Members Present: Members present were Gregg Collar (Chairman), Mary Burgess (Vice-Chairperson), Craig Miller (Secretary/Treasurer) and Alicia Sullivan. Members present via conference circuit were Diane Browning, Rochelle Jones, and Ann Kowalczyk. Others Present: Angelo Rella (TAF Administrator) and Mary Goralski (Senior Fund Analyst) and David Cramer (NYPSC).
1. Gregg Collar, Chairperson, called the meeting to order and took a roll call.  A quorum was present and the meeting proceeded. 

2. The Board reviewed the minutes of the November 12, 2013 Board meeting.  Hearing no changes, a motion was made by Alicia Sullivan and seconded by Craig Miller to adopt the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously. 
3. Angelo provided a TAF Administrative Expense Summary Report for the months of October 2013 through December 2013. TAF ended the year 2.7% above budget, due to the fact that staff did not spend as much time on NY State Universal Service Fund as estimated for 2013. Angelo noted that there may be more time allocated to NYSUSF in 2014. A motion was made by Ann Kowalczyk and seconded by Alicia Sullivan to approve the expense reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  

4. The October 2013 through December 2013 Monthly Assessment Summaries were presented.  Angelo provided an explanation of these reports. He noted that the total number of companies participating has decreased due to some mergers, and some companies having fallen below the threshold for TAF reporting. He indicated that the assessment ratio has decreased in recent months, primarily due to decreases in the Lifeline costs. A motion was made by Rochelle Jones and seconded by Mary Burgess to approve the reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.

5. An update on Caption Telephone was given.  In December 2013, 1543 Captel phones were in use as compared to 1562 phones in use in October 2013. Angelo attributes this decrease to migration of Captel users to non-traditional services.
6. Mary discussed revenues, costs and assessment ratio trends. E911 costs held steady in 2013 as compared to 2012 and TRS costs declined. Lifeline costs for 2013 declined dramatically, coming close to the levels in 2007. This can be attributed to a decrease in Lifeline customers. While revenues continued to decline in 2013, these were offset by decreases in costs. Therefore, the assessment ratios for 2013 were lower than those in 2012.  
7. Angelo gave an update on the NY State Universal Service Fund. We are in year two of the Fund. As of today there is around $500 uncollected from the first quarter 2014 billing. Three companies have filed mini-rate cases with the NY PSC. The outcome of these mini-rate cases may affect the size of the NYSUSF and whether or not subsequent billings are needed for 2014. The NYPSC’s determination on Originating Access Charges may also affect the size of the NYSUSF.

8. Dave Cramer gave a NYPSC update. He indicated that the NYPSC is working on the mini rate cases for Oriskany, Vernon and Newport. It is also working on the de-tariffing of non-basic services. He indicated that companies which wish to seek recovery of the NYSUSF assessment should contact the NYPSC about updating their tariffs.
9. The next regularly scheduled Board meeting will be on Tuesday, May 6, 2014 in Albany in the TAF of NY Conference Room, with a start time of 11AM.
10. There being no other business, Alicia Sullivan made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Rochelle Jones and approved unanimously by the Board.

